Explore Sequencing

Make
Snack Stacks
In this activity, children follow a recipe to make
snacks. First, they need to think about the recipe
and the order of the ingredients, and then they
step it out!

Group Size

Time

Small Group

15–20 minutes

Computational Thinking
Learning Goal
This activity introduces the
concept of sequencing:
1. Think About It. Think about
the steps you need to do.

Introduce the Activity (5 minutes)

2. Step It Out. Do the steps in
order.

1. Tell children:
• Mr. Flamingo is having a party and wants to serve his
favorite snack. He wants you to make the snack using
his recipe.

• Understanding and using
ordinals
• Copying a sequence

2. Show the recipe card
and say:
• Can you tell me what
a recipe is?

Math Concepts

• Identifying geometric shapes
Mr. Flamingo’s Recipe Card

• That’s right! A recipe
1.
is a list of steps that
tells how to make
something, like
a pizza, mac and
cheese, or . . . Mr. Flamingo’s snack!
1. What shape food comes first,
on the bottom of the stack?
(A food shaped like a circle).

Materials
• Sequencing Poster and tape
• Mr. Flamingo’s Recipe (one
per child)

2.
2. What shape food comes second,
in the middle of the stack?
(A food shaped like a square).

3.
3. What shape food comes last,
on the top? (A food shaped
like a triangle).

3. Point to the Sequencing Poster and say:
• When we help Mr. Flamingo with his recipe,
we’re going to practice sequencing. Say it with me:
SEQUENCING!

• Set of Snack Cards (one set
per child)
• Scissors (one per child)
Preparation
• Tape the Sequencing Poster
to the wall

Think About It! (5 minutes)

SEQUENCING

1. Point to the first step on the Sequencing Poster
and say:
• The first step of sequencing is
think about it!
• Let’s say it together: Think about it!
Think about it!

1. Think About It!
2. Step It Out!

2. Show children Mr. Flamingo’s Recipe and one
set of the cut-out Snack Cards and say:

Snack Cards

• First, let’s look at the recipe and think
about it.
• How many steps are there?
• Look at what is next to each step. What do
you notice? What do you think that means?
(You need to use a different shaped food for
each step of the recipe.)
3. Give each child their own set of the Snack Cards. Say:
• Here are the foods we can use to make the snacks.
• Which ones are shaped like circles? Squares? Triangles?
Have the children name each food as you discuss the shapes.

Step It Out! (5 minutes)
1. Point to the second step on the Sequencing
Poster and say:
• The second step in sequencing is step it
out.
• Let’s say it together: Step it out!
Step it out!

SEQUENCING
1. Think About It!
2. Step It Out!

2. Have children step it out by making the snack
stacks. Say:
• Mr. Flamingo wants you to make the snacks exactly the way he would
make them!
• Now use the recipe to step it out.
3. Pass out the scissors and have children cut out the shapes they will use for
their snacks. Help them with cutting, as needed.

4. When children are finished, reflect on the activity by
having children compare their Snack Stacks to Mr.
Flamingo’s Recipe. Ask:
• Did you do all the steps in Mr. Flamingo’s recipe?
How do you know?
• How did you decide what came first, second, third?
5. If you have time, let children use their remaining food
shapes to make a second snack. Ask:
• Can you follow the recipe again to make a different snack?

Wrap It Up (2 minutes)
End the activity with the sequencing chant. Say:

• Today we practiced sequencing. The first step of sequencing is think
about it. The second step of sequencing is step it out.
• Say it with me: Think about it! Thinks about it! Step it out! Step it out!

Extend the Play
Let children make their own recipe cards. Have them write a recipe with four
steps instead of three, drawing a food shape next to each number. Tell them to
switch recipes with a classmate and follow each other’s recipe. When they have
made the snack, they can check each other’s steps to be sure the food shapes
match the recipe. Once they can make a recipe with four shapes, challenge them
to try five!
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2. Step It Out!

1. Think About It!

SEQUENCING

1. What shape food comes first,
on the bottom of the stack?
(A food shaped like a circle).

1.

2. What shape food comes second,
in the middle of the stack?
(A food shaped like a square).

2.

3. What shape food comes last,
on the top? (A food shaped
like a triangle).

3.

Mr. Flamingo’s Recipe Card

Snack Cards

